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Wash between Edinburgh and North Berwick, which Mrs. Asquith's 1907
brother, Frank Tennant, had lent them.   He and his family lived in Afie 64r"55
North Berwick, and had leased Archerfield for the shooting.   There
was scarcely a day that the Tennant children did not spend either
on the shore or on the golf links with the Asquith family, and Mrs.
Asquith was often heard to say that after her own home—Glen—
Archerfield was the place she most cared for in the world.   He and
she usually went there in September, and stayed over the Christmas
holidays. It was within easy reach of Dalmeny, and Whittingehame,
and they saw Mr. Arthur Balfour both in his own home, and on the
links.   The whole Asquith family played golf, and though with the
exception of (General) Arthur Asquith and Kaymond, they were not
good players, Asquith played well enough to enjoy himself.  Neither
his wife nor he (except for a brief spell in 1875) had ever had a golf
club in their hands until they went to St. Andrews in, 1895, but till
the year of his death, it was the game that he said he would most
have liked to play well.
The Christmas of 1907 was the first spent at Archerfield, and the
climate was so mild that Mrs. Asquith records in her Diary that they
lunched out of doors in the woods on New Year's Day. During this
year life in the Asquith family had been darkened by the death of
Mrs. Asquith's baby. It was born in 20 Cavendish Square in
February, and died two days after a dangerous confinement. Mrs.
Asquith was so ill for months after this keen disappointment and the
insomnia which followed that she speaks in her Memories of having
prayed in St. Paul's Cathedral to die rather than hamper her
husband when he became Prime Minister in 1908. It was her fifth
child, and the doctors thought it inadvisable that she should ever
have another. The birth of the first child involved an operation in
which it had lost its life; the second—Elizabeth1—was born in
1897; the third only lived a few hours; the fourth, Anthony—
better known as Puffin—was born in 1902, and the birth and death
of the last in February 1907 had reduced her to a shadow.
The only pleasure of that year was Raymond Asquith's marriage,
which took place on 25th July, to Katharine Horner, the daughter
of old and much loved friends, Sir John and Lady Horner, in whose
house (Mells Park) Asquith and his wife had spent the first part of
their honeymoon. Mrs. Asquith writes in her diary: "He and
Katharine are the most perfect combination of in-loveness and friend-
ship marrying at the right age, after the right knowledge of each
other that I have ever known."
1 Elizabeth married Prince Antoine Bibesco.

